12/23/72 


lOUa, one with, the cassettes and ro turns ana the 


G ’31102 


jJV&T G G, 

7 0 ur two mailings of tixo 

1 ttors aild dips, cane midday. I've read the letters and some of the clips, a pleasant 
ac^o ...panioment to lu nhh xor both of us, and confess a weakness and a oliaracter flaw 
tiac should not be incomprehensible to those with so Ion; a career on the other side 
oi the noon: with more than three hours before having to get read to go to the mc^onald’s 
■‘ u2as P ur fj ' » Enough tine zor a wide variety of unpleasant work, ranging from on the damage 
suit to dunning wholesalers who owe us money, I welcome the op ortuaity to avoid it. 

Lxl will get her afternoon fun decorating our living tree. l've brought up the deco- 
rations and have, the tree rioted, with plastic to hold the ..ater that will bo needed to 
^eep it, from drying out. with hot-air heat of your own and a warmer cline you'll under- 
s and how dry it can got in a tight house and really cold outside weather. 

I'll address several subjects separately. ^ 

«Te o ta bula tion ox lie lines non— delivery reminds ne tiiat tlie mystery of how I q t 
tne OOP convention issues is solved: a friend who now lives in Kiami did it. That deliveries 


to nail subscribers, but nothing like your service. Service? 

warren. tapes: lesar said that Jerry is getting a nranscript. If he does it will be 
more convenient and cheaper to xerox it. if Jin makes a copy for me, I'll 1.,-nd it to you. 

have alx the show, - thinks because 1 set the TV 40 up for the Commission stuff only. 
The cassette on the Craig hung sonehwere near the end. I've l:< 
am co -tain I have all. - h..ve a f lend near 111 who does close 


r 1 ve kept both, so between then I 


him and Jerry 


togethe 


r. (lie ic 


to commercial work. 1 brought 


, oegixiiing with a copy bettor 


me, w ^ 

of a first child, due in February.) Lesar asked Jerry to get 

^ , 

u get around 


‘antastic 'work on the Z film for 


e young man who did th 

uimn any the feds have and who asked us to bo godparents 
•v to i'et him to make tapes, so °erry, 

CO _l u o 

a Jean Valjean file on that, not as good as it was before i loaned ^illian" Castellano all 

mV lil'Hrin.bl "hi nnr>-n rrf-o ^-P att r- ^ _... m _ or _ . , . . 


i/iio cgi 2 call xrLn 1 rco ancl do so ? for h.o ups 9 didii 

Tarred manholes: as I suppose you did, I ia. ediatel-- 


brigiiml blueprints oi Dealey Plaza before and after reconstruction into tin. plaza. 

These were the tracings on that fine white substance, not blue prints® They included all 
utilities and show the old bldgs., addresses, etc. 1 finally, after much latter-writing, 
goo some . back, anyway, aside from the original Lifton/Castellano/ilarcus paranoia on this 
an-i Garrison s gross corruption oi tne sork done for me by a radical— right fan/buff, A1 
Chapman, there remains a quite legitimate basis for believing the unique sewers there 
could have figures, esp. the north grassy knoll. If you ever get here. I’ll show you some 
unusual pictures, lor tc drain the very wide r.r. right-of-way and the flat acres of 
parking^ lot,, there lad to Joe sewers much higher than the street. There were two near 
tnere, both large enough for a man to get down into, both leading into a pQ" pipe, and 
</hai, i tnink mosu li n oly ,of tne possibilities, both well— suited for the lading of a weapon* 
uho 3 wockado xence as slat point las been altered, iiy pictures show this. Co, if 


paranoid, there could 
tnere was what we lave 


anyone in the UH or 3S lad boon ca telling up, or if Ninon i^ ^ 

be legitimate reason for an effort to seal the manholes. Esp. 

no way oi aa.ing, sany talk about; something. There is another possibility I tliiak more 
likely than the gravel-tar mix, which would lave meant the whole surface lad to be 
redone or there would be big bumps: fear that someone might lava tri,.d to owen from inside 


thexsttunnels , 


who 


,4-V, 


:ier elect. , gas or phone or sewer. (flashback on resurfacing: JFDulles 


' — — W - WJ.J. Jw v— tijn, - t-ia. x/ n i 

user to be a customer, his home was in the fine section north of the park that is the no 
side of Mass Ave ' r, ' r - 


i y»4* ] ■> 


h¥ near tl 


embassies and the Naval Observatory. The roads leading to ii 


- — — » a- u. xwcavn-o — S' i.vi-in Oi 

^ vcrriole slaps out for some reason nothing was every done to repair them. Then 
hurc hilx came *,o town and lo! overnight every street he'd be driven on going from the 
British jmbassy to the Dulles lane tlat had not been resurfaced recently was.) 

, Je J3 * 3as a no ^° 01 same date, 12/17 referring to fhila. The reporting you saw apparently 
was inadequate. The pigs got pretty rough in "independence" square, with those who made 
slight protest, uixon lad but few streets to speed through, his chopped landed in center 
ci ^ Oj-so called tna,) wnere reconstruction las proceeded to tile destruction of all the 


old ouil d i ng s arm the erection of just a few iiighrises, leaving large, barren fl 


he landed opposite did Bookbinder’ u, 
original one not far from the docks 


if you lave been to 


4- ,, 

L 0 cx± Get a. « 


and remember tlat, the 


x rout St, several blocks south of market. The 


disum.ee was less than a ten-minute walk. One of the few advantages 


of TV new. 


ueing 


able 



sec su.ch events when the cameras are there. The square is not large but it held norc than 
1 ,'300 and included hecklers on the fringes. It was a phone y deal, a contrived non-political 
campaign appearance stuck on the Treasury, tfhat is interesting arc the STLi notes, 
tying his atypical behavior with other events of whi&u mu »ao u, 
ench iiission bombing, (lie 
those of OQuntrics now not clooeau 


ox oountrxus now not 

sa 


ic was part, the stall ana the 
tice the coincidence that yesterday wo nailed only 
to uses, an, at least tliree at that?) 


Your roi to tiio *./eathor coincides with a card ~il {jot iron a inono. t/xio need zo v.- om 
at ^lock’s with her and has returned to Placervilie on her husband's retirement from 
Aerojet here. She said they then had 12", more than at any time in 2p years. 1 remomDer 
the heavy moisture deposits at night there, theose steep nills, and asking Hal what happened 
when it froze. **e said it never did, which I found reassuring. Must have been had things 
slipgin and sliding for a few house there! I find the sane advantages to our comparable 
weather, which is much more severe, but I also find disadvantages, precluding mild 
exercise I daily cone to believe is important. (l went for a walk in the rain tlii a.m. 

days.) Except for getting Lil 


simply because no walk had been possible for the two previous 
to and from work, I never worry about being snowed in for that reaspn. 

so we can make do from cans, and there is 


enough to eat in the house. 
Just last night I was 


There is always 
the firenlace « 


I'm going to have to speak to the son of a friend who has 


decided to become a smith and get 

pot, which goes way back in nil's family and I rescued from a chickenyard almost 40 years 


me a pot-holder for it. I've got the 

-fs 


" wrought-iron >> 


iars. We just lost the season's first ice 


ago. x've even got some nice 
yesterday. The local kids have be n ice-skating and playing hockey on our pond. 


The Burns/ Globe piece represents 


the iona ox paxn 


feel once in a while , wondering 


send it or if something would 

■ i , 


oe 


burden. A , you know, espociaj 


fhen x do 


IX x siiouii, 

not have time to read, I've been passing the buck and hoping headlines would inform, 
lie both enjoyed much your description of the trains and the attitudes. I guess what wa; 
part in my rxind is the current US insensitiveness, for the many cars we have and do not 
use would be a fine gesture to the people: of u hina, not the government, if there were to 
be given. They have beeh amortised and there are in this part of the country many rather 


zm 


decent ones now not used, 
■dxLnese at titude 


vi 


com Pullman's l share what you sugggst would be the 


Chinese attitude toward them. The only tines I’ve used there was no choice and x ve never 
been comfortable in them. They were then the alternative to sitting up all night or what 
there was of the night at a time when I got very little sleep under good circumstances. 
Ine committee for 


i rib I 


ioriiea 


the enato had a &ew York office, doing up of coming 


back I’d catch a midnight train, which permitted a long day's work, within walking distance 
with heavy brief cases in Washington and on the subway in L r YC. The Pullman's would be 
detached in D.C. and I could stay in bed, if not sleepingmuch, until about 7 a.m. But 
I never found anything about them less than 'uncomfortable. My last experience might 
interest you. I went to Dayton to do thePhil Donahue Show (Crossley, later syndicated after 


extractions) o r hil had been 


in 


show regularly' 


by ohone, including wheh he had lastOminute cancellations. The last of those was once when 
l” was driving to KYC to close the deal viith Dell for Well, haggle Fields -was there and ^il 
knew my first stop would be to_see her at the Pierre. I hadn't much more than gotten into 
her room when the phone rang. . t was Phil, Gould I go on in 1 5 minutes? Ky then agent was 
in the same block and I monopolised his phone for the next two hours. Anyway, x hil asked 
me to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a companion Crossley station, giving me the plane 
tickets and a nice reservation., so I went. As soon as I got there a blizzard set : 


The 


planes were not flying the next day. I was on an early one. So, 1 took the train, bj 


yj uilO 


time it got to Indianapolis maybe 5 hours late. Dismal station, too. With each mile the 
train got later. I got a roomette, which is a bit more inconvenient than the berths, ft 
was unbearably hot. had to shift at Harrisburg, where there was this same blizzard. Me 
got to iiarrisburg I think about 6 a.m. Maybe 7, but still dark. I got up to get a bite uo 
eat and a cup of coffee a little before H'burg, went iinto the diner whore its entire staff 
and some of the crew were, and they refused me oven a cup of coffee until the crack of 
the hour, oven though they knew of the coming shift in a cold station where there would 
at that time be little or no food and. onto a train they told me would have none for another 
delayed trip. As I recall, we got to DC close to 2 p.m. , more than 24 hours after entrain!: 



Lilco what they aged, to be - perhaps you can remember when diner food, was good, as 
it always was in the east before WliTI on any line I was on, superb on same — diner food is 
pretty punk, bo, I'd eaten little at the beginning. I was not alone. Everyone grumbled. 

Well, by accident a woman, sat next to no at some point agter we left K* burg and noticed 
what I wa working on. I think maybe it was that she came kite the smoker for a smoke. She 
started a conversation. She was a pro— V/arren member of the Jeanette Rankin brigade, fane 
on 'fu, and she was going to JO for a protest march or demonstration, but unthinking on 
Warren, while we were talikng a rather expensively dressed man r-nra in nnH joined us. lie 
never .save me his name but he said he was LBJ’s lawyer on communications, I guss the radio 
and TV properties, he was quite interested, dicta t argue, just listened. 

With a population the size of v hina, a country of its size, some ox the terrain it 
has and the exceptionally sensible attitude it has toward civil aviation, I think they 
could, indued, use some surplus B&ll o a n cars, for visitors, press tours, transporting the 
ill and aged, an the use of government officials who will be unicAie if they do not have 
work they can cio while they travel, from the iilsop f bis of the nonket wrench, what a 
job some commune could do of refurbishing them! Then there are the cars that had full 
rooms, borne could, bo made into hospital cars. Ho, I think Hixon, who lias to bo one of the 
less considerate men alive, has missed a real bet here. They could shin a fair number 
almsot free as deck cargo on grain ships. They might be unwilling to accept thorn, especially 
now. But we are insensitive this way, one of the minor things I had in nine), with ay * 

Geese for feaco project .Ho tiling the Peace Corps later dia got as good a play and it cost 
the taxpayers not a single penny. 

I was aware of the essence of the HYTiraes 11/27 story on the w uban reorganization, 
not the lew quotes in this pience. I dirtn t see what lies behind it then and don't vet. 


If yoi 


mo. 




. so k aiij oixuij speciax xn 
tliat could trigger it, wi 


I'd welcome knowing, i can 
i an eyo to the future. 


of unreported dovelop- 


■xne connections of th new head if ITii in HO are very interesting, cap. with Ochsner, 
who {joins the executive committee and what I_d not known of, the death of °obe. There is 
quite a story in him. X T I haven t told you and you are interested, ask. ii e hated Shaw, 
fired him personally, ana then not only perjured himself at the trial but arranged for 
Shaw's handwriting expert, Appel. He switched the ITM from its original concept to a 
real— estate project, and he seems to have held much of the adjacent land. Tliis clip is 
valuable as an indication of external support for what I*d developed that Garrison didn’t 
and I did not, give to him that can defeat the Shaw civil suit. Shaw perjured himself as° 
Garrison didn t charge because he never investigated Shaw and thus didn’t know. If he had 
even been civil with mutual friends, my original lead being one, he could not have failed 
to know the above and more. That is .'here 1 started, by taking time and listening. That 
the strong connection with the Cordell Hull Foundation continues is interesting because it 
seems to have been a CIA front. Garrison fired only one staff lawyer of whom 1 know, the 
one who knew the inside of the ITh from having been on the inside and from having conducted 


secret investigation for Governor Clements when he was its head. 


Cm would 


I . 


to whai. tint investigation showed, Shaw and Bermudez raising and spending money on scholar- 
ships to Latin students whoa could not be found and at wrong home addresses, interesting? 

’That gen of Je's, i-iartha to tin her- bale as of 1970! Scrubbin'? Maybe that is the part 
of her pact that flashed back in He,, port Beach? But the picture of “ohn has to be righto 
I can t picture him doing any real work, now or over. Only wheelin' and Sealin'. 

‘‘"'il is happy with The magic Flute, metropolitan broadcast, ana decorating the tree 
(with decorations going back to WwXl except for a feu made and sent to me by that strange 
chick in now Orleans, from whom I recently heard is from Houston where, she says, she is 
in mortuary school!). Continued in separate memo, "est. 



